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By: Lila Ryan and John Cheon  
 

 Thurston is Celebrating 50 years of being a school! This year we are celebrating our school’s anniversary or birthday. Thurston 
is named in honor of Mr. Lee M. Thurston, a former Assistant Superintendent of Schools in Ann Arbor and United States Commissioner 
of Education. Thurston’s mascot is the blue heron because we find many in the Thurston Pond. 
 Did you know that the 2010 Rob Reiner film, "Flipped" was shot in and around Thurston Elementary School during the summer 
of 2009. The film used some of the school's classrooms, the gym, and the Thurston Nature Preserve located behind the building. Did 
you know we earned more than $500 for our Thurston school plays. Guys, by the way, stay green. Finally more than 20 plays were 
performed by Thurston players.
 Ms. Mary Mortensen, one of Thurston’s great staff members, created a mural on one of Thurston’s walls in celebration of our 
50th year anniversary.  Thank you, Mrs. Mortensen, for creating this lovely mural! If you would like to see it for yourself, the mural is 
located across from  the preschool classroom.                                                             
 We had some questions for Mrs. Mortensen about the mural and this is how she answered...

            Q. What do the words mean on the mural? 
A. You see the words, “A herons a heron, no 
matter how small,” and “The places we’ve 
been and the places you’ll go,” printed on t-
shirts and sweatshirts at Thurston.  I thought 
as people pass the mural, it would make them 
smile as they read these positive words.

Q. Where did you get the idea of the mural? 
A. I had been thinking of painting a mural for 
awhile.  Since it’s Thurston’s 50th Birthday, it 
seemed like the right time. After looking for the 
perfect wall and getting the OK from Ms. Your, 
I started thinking about the design.  We have 
many things that make Thurston school 
special and unique.  It is exciting to have a 
nature area and a pond to learn from.  Looks 
like I found my design!

continued on page 2
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Snow, Snow Everywhere
by Bella and Nancy

Three months of the year are covered with 
snow,these  months are December,January,and 
February. Get dressed in lots of warm clothes and 
wear boots,scarves,coats,gloves, hats,and snow 
pants. Drink hot chocolate with marsh mellows and 
candy canes indoors and catch some cool 
snowflakes  on your tongue.Have snowball fights 
and build snow forts with your friends.Also walk in 
a winter wonderland and ice skate on 
ponds.Decorate your house with snowflakes and 
have a jolly good time everyday!!!

Thurston’s 50th Anniversary Mural continued

Q. Did you enjoy making the mural? 
A. Painting the mural was a lot of work, but I enjoyed the process.  I painted children, from pre-schoolers to 5th graders walking 
in silhouette as they passed in front of the sun.  Also, there are some animals included in the mural.  See if you can spot them!

Q. Are you planning to make more artistic projects at the school?
A.Since the mural is across from the preschool, there were many curious and excited children watching the process from their 

room.  Soon the teachers brought them out to ask me questions.  the most asked question was, “why are you painting on the 
wall?”  When the painting was finished, I answered, “Do you like the mural?”

    They said, “yes!”  That’s why I painted it.

Three cheers for Thurston’s 50th anniversary!  

KRISTEN 
by Lilly

 Kristen is a American Girl doll. There are also 
books about her.  She was born in Sweden and she 
moved to America to live with her cousins aunts and 
uncles.  Her uncle’s name is Olive, her aunt’s name 
is Inger, her older cousins name is Lisbeth, her 
younger cousins name is Anna, and her brothers 
names are Lars and Petter.  Her hair is blonde and 
her eyes are brown. Her hair always looks like Lea 
from Star Wars. Kristen’s school is called Powering 
School.  It is a one roomed school house. The 
family is not rich, but not poor.  Kristen is just 
learning English.  Her teachers name is Miss 
Marlday.



Did You Know . . .

Cool Accidents
 By Amy 

Popsicles 
In 1905, soda pop had just become a very popular 
drink. Frank Epperson decided he wanted to save 
money by making his own at home.  He left the 
concoction he was mixing out on the porch all night. 
It ended up being very cold, and when he came out in 
the morning, he found his mixture frozen with the 
stirring stick inside it.
Potato chips 
In 1853, George Crum was a chef in New York. There 
was an annoying customer who kept sending his 

French fried potatoes back because they were soggy. 
Wanting to teach the customer a lesson, Crum sliced 
the potatoes extra thin, fried them to a crisp and 
drowned them in salt. To his surprise, the person liked 
it, and potato chips were born.
Ice Cream Cones 
In 1904, at the World’s Fair, the ice cream cone was 
born. An ice cream stall at the fair was doing really 
well, and they were quickly running out of plates. 
Meanwhile, the waffle stall was hardly selling 
anything. The two stall owners came up with the idea 
of rolling up the waffles, and then putting the ice 
cream on top. 
The Slinky 
During World War II, Richard James was trying to 
figure out a way to make use of springs on navy ships 
to keep things from bouncing around. He accidentally 
dropped a spring, and to his amusement, the spring 
immediately righted itself and landed upright on the 

Winnie the 
Pooh Facts 

By Evelyn Ostergren.

• Winnie the pooh books 
and movies  are a few 
years old.

• He spells honey h u n n y 
instead of  h o n e y.

• Winnie the Pooh likes 
honey a lot.

• His friends are named Piglet, Rabbit, Tigger, Owl, 
Kanga and Roo.

• He is cute and so are his friends.
• Winnie the pooh says and does silly things.
•  He is a yellow bear with a red shirt.
• There are Winnie the Pooh pictures of him grown 

up and very cute and small.
   But he is cute in every picture.

new experiment! 
by Felix 
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An Interview with 

Mrs. Lauerman
by Sitara

 Mrs. Lauerman is a new teacher at Thurston this year.  
She teaches 5th grade and seems very happy to do it.  Mrs. 
Lauerman is a very good teacher and is a very pleasant person 
to know.  She always wears a smile.  
 I decided to inteview Mrs. Lauerman so that all of 
Thurston will get to know her.  These are some of the questions 
I asked, and the responses she gave me...

Q: How many years have you
taught and what grade?
A: 7 including this year and I’ve taught kindergarden, 1st, and 
2nd at Logan Elemrntry and 5th now at Thurston.

Q: What’s your favorite children’s book now and when you where 
in 5th grade?
A: Now, “Wonder,” and “The Face On The Milk Carton” when i was in 5th Grade.

Q: What’s your favorite subject that you teach?
A: Literacy and /Reading

Q: Where are you from? (on the right) Mrs. Lauerman and her husband
A: I was born in Conneticut then moved to Michigan at age 8.

Q: What university did you go to?
A: Eastern Michigan University for my undergrad, and my master degree at 
Mandana  

Q: What are some things you like most about Thurston?
A: Students, Staff, and fun activities.

Q: What’s your favorite restaurant?
A: P.F Changs

Q: What’s your favorite genre for books?
A: Fiction and, to be exact, realistic fiction. 

Q: What’s your favorite board or video game?
A: Board game is Life and video game is all Mario games.

Q: Who was your favorite teacher?
A: His name was Mr.Kram, my English teacher. 

Thurston

Staff

is

the

Best!!

Mrs & Mr. Lauerman



Interesting Animals
Animal Myths

Myth: Ostriches bury there heads in the 
ground when there threatened or scared. 
How it started: It’s actually an optical 
illusion!!! If you see them far away when 
there picking at the ground it may look 
like there head is buried.

Myth: Mother birds will reject their baby if 
they’ve been touched by humans.
How it started: Well-meaning humans who 
find a chick on the ground may want to 
return it to it’s nest. HOWEVER the bird 
may be learning to fly so it shouldn’t be 
disturbed.

Myth: Opossums hang by their tails.
How it started: Opossums use their tails to 
grasp branches as they climb trees. So it’s 
not surprising that people believe that they 
also hang from branches.

Myth:Touching a frog will give you warts
How it started: many frogs have bumps on 
their skin so thinking it’s contagious is very 
mistakable.

Myth:This expression likely stemmed from 
the fact that elephants never forget of all land 
animals — and apparently, the bigger the mass, the better the memory. 
Elephants are able to retain a mental map of their entire home range — 
we’re talking an area the size of Rhode Island! Elephants also travel in 
packs and when the group gets too big, the eldest daughter breaks off to 
start her own contingent, yet she never forgets her roots. One researcher 
witnessed a mother and daughter elephant recognizing each other after 23 
years of separation.                                                              How it started: 
elephants are the biggest animal so that might mean they have the largest 
brain.

THE 

SPERM 

WHALE

Sperm whales 
are the world’s largest toothed 
predator. It ‘s favorite food is squid. 
Sperm whales have the world’s largest  
brain, 17 pounds and 5 times heavier 
than the human brain. The sperm 
whale has 18 to 26 teeth on each side 
of its lower jaw which fit into sockets 
in the upper jaw. Sperm whales are the 
3rd largest whale. Sperm whales 
usually dive between 300 to 800 
meters (980 to 2,620 ft), and 
sometimes 1–2 kilometers (3,300–
6,600 ft) to search for food. They can 
stay under water for 1-1.5 hours. The 
sperm whale's ivory-like teeth were 
often sought by 18th and 19th-century 
whalers, who used them to produce 
inked carvings known as scrimshaw. 
Sperm whales can live 70 years or 
more. A sperm can weigh up to 51,000 

kilograms. As with other toothed 
whales, the skull of the sperm whale is 
asymmetrical so as to aid 
echolocation. 

by: Jerry Yang

Snow Monkeys                                 
by: vivianna hoffman

Snow monkeys, also known as Japanese macaques, are a type of monkey which 
inhabit three out of four main islands of Japan. They are estimated to be 150,000 snow 
monkeys. Snow monkeys are a cute mammals that give birth to their young. Snow 
monkeys live in large troops that can contain more then 500 animals. Average group size, however, falls between 40 and 200 individuals. 
Females usually run the show,and remain with the same group for life. Young males eventually outgrow their mothers’ troops and join 
different ones. Snow monkeys eat bark, twigs, leaves,and insects too. 



Eagles By Rumei Zha

You might think eagles are just strong or they live on high places. But they are 
much more than that!
Description
Eagles are very large with a heavy head and beak. The smallest eagles, like the 
booted eagle, have longer and more evenly wings, and more direct, faster 
flight.The smallest species is the South Nicobar serpent eagle, at 450 grams, or 
1 pound and 40 centimeters or 16 inches. Eagles have very large hooked beaks 

for tearing flesh from their prey, strong muscular legs, and powerful talons. Eagles’ eyes are also extremely powerful, 
having up to 3.6 times human acuity for the martial eagle, which enables them to spot potential prey from a very long 
distance. 
Groups
Eagles are often divided into four groups, the fish eagles, booted eagles, snake eagles, and the harpy eagles. Fish eagles 
take fish as a large part of their diets, either fresh or as carrion. Booted eagles, or true eagles, have feathered lower legs. 
Snake or serpent eagles are adapted to hunting hunting reptiles. Harpy eagles, or giant forest eagles, are large eagles 
that inhabit tropical forests. 
 Eagles in Culture
The modern English term for the bird is derived from Latin: aguila by French: aigle. The eagle is also the patron animal 
of the ancient Greek god Zeus. In particular, Zeus was said to have taken the form of an eagle in order to abduct 
Ganymede. The eagle is a common form in the Anglican tradition.

Interesting Animals

Gaming, Gaming, and More Gaming

     Pokemon are little monsters from Japan. Pokemon is a Japanese word that means Pocket 
Monsters.
     Pokemon originally came from Japan . There are different types of Pokemon that have 

different strengths and weaknesses. Pokemon have HP`s to show how much damage they can have on 
themselves.
     The most powerful Pokemon is Mew because you can train it all powers .  There is also a Mew 2 that was 
made from Mews DNA. Pekachu and Ash are the most popular trainer and Pokemon.

BY  ANABEL MCKNIGHT


